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Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, January 12, 2016
Landon State Office Building, Room 560, Topeka, KS
The meeting was called to order by Martha Gabehart at about 2:30 PM.
Those members present were:
Martha Gabehart, Chair, Kansas Partnership for Accessible Technology
Donna Shelite, Vice-Chair, Kansas Partnership for Accessible Technology
John Baranski, Information Delivery Manager, Kansas State Department of Education
Mike Burgess, Director of Policy & Outreach, Disability Rights Center of Kansas
Anthony Fadale, State Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator
Jim Hollingsworth, Executive Director, Information Network of Kansas
John Martello, Chief Operating Officer, Kansas State Schools for the Deaf and the Blind
Joe Oborny, Instructional Technology Coordinator, Kansas State Schools for the Deaf and the Blind
Cole Robison, Director, IT Accessibility, Office of Information Technology Services
Melissa Wangemann, Legislative Services Director / General Counsel, Kansas Association of Counties
Others present:
Kit Cole, Software Tester/Assistive Technology Coordinator, Information Technology, the University of Kansas
Robert Cooper, Executive Director, Kansas Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Phil White, Application Support Technician, Kansas Department for Children and Families
I.	Welcome and Introductions
Martha Gabehart opened the meeting with a welcome and introductions.
II.	Approval: July and October Minutes
The minutes of the July 14, 2015 meeting were reviewed, Anthony Fadale moved to approve them and Melissa Wangemann seconded the motion. The motion carried.
The minutes of the October 13, 2015 meeting were reviewed, Donna Shelite moved to approve them and Anthony seconded the motion. The motion carried.
III.	Status Updates and Announcements
Cole Robison updated the group on:
· the DOJ Accessibility of Web Information and Services of State and Local Governments ANPRM, which got a new listing of January 2016 for an NPRM date, but has not seen any activity
· the Federal ICT Standards and Guidelines, which got a new listing of October 2016 for a final action date, but has not seen any activity
· the December announcement of a global procurement charter by the Global Initiative for Inclusive Information and Communication Technologies (G3ict), calling on governments at all levels to promote the digital inclusion of persons with disabilities by adopting ICT procurement policies that include requirements for accessibility
· training on AMP
· the latest release of AMP
· CommonLook PDF Validator, a new, free PDF accessibility checker
· a survey conducted by the World Health Organization aimed at determining a priority list of assistive products
Details are available in the meeting presentation available at http://oits.ks.gov/docs/kpat20160112p.
Phil White brought up the notion of standardizing on a PDF accessibility testing tool. Cole responded that the Partnership could do that if it chooses, but that the current stance is that the requirements themselves are set, in ITEC Policy 1210, and that the means an entity uses to assess compliance with that standard is up to it.
IV.	State ADA Coordinator Report
Anthony reported that the evening’s State of the State Address webcast would not be captioned due to technical issues that arose. A transcript was to be made available on Kansas.gov.
Martha asked if notification would be provided on the website that captioning would be unavailable. Anthony indicated that the transcript would be made available with the webcast, but that he had not had a chance to follow up further. Martha insisted that the technical basis for the lack of captioning must be properly communicated, and that Anthony should be prepared to handle a backlash if it was not.
He also reported on three new undue burden exceptions that were requested since his last update:
· OITS Executive Branch Technology Modernization (EBTM) Project (formerly Kansas Private Government Cloud (Kansas GovCloud))
· FHSU Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) Implementation
· PSU Oracle Cloud Implementation (formerly Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP))
All three are COTS products, and all have been instructed that alternative means of accommodation must be provided if needed.
He also mentioned the Department of Administration Focus on Customer Upgrade Support (FOCUS) Project, to which, as an upgrade, a previous exception was essentially reapplied, and noted that previously cited issues with the login page had been fixed.
V.	ITEC Policy 1210
Cole presented a proposal for revising ITEC Policy 1210 to position it for better handling of commercial-off-the-shelf (COTS) products. The change, drawn from the Federal Section 508 Standards and the ICT Refresh, would add a “best meets” exception to the undue burden exception, requiring, in such cases, that the product that best meets the requirements be procured. Documentation requirements would include a description of the market research performed that led to the conclusion of nonavailability of fully-conforming products, and which provisions cannot be met, as well as the basis for determining that the product to be procured best meets the requirements. This would alleviate difficulties encountered in trying to address this situation with only the current undue burden exception formulation (which would remain for other circumstances in which it would still apply, chiefly custom development), and would also lead to better outcomes, by requiring the examination of options—prior to the selection of one—that would lead to finding the most compliant (or even fully compliant) one.
John Martello moved that the KPAT empower Cole with adoption of the draft changes on reviewing accessibility of COTS products prior to purchase. Mike Burgess seconded.  The motion carried.  
VI.	Alchemy
Cole then introduced Alchemy, a new component of AMP. Alchemy is a browser extension that provides testing in the browser, as the previous AMP Toolbars do, but also—with an additional subscription—adds some capability to fix issues as well.
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